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much in sharing the problem. The fruit of thought and of expe
rience are found here. The book is the product of much medita
tion, goes deep into its subject and explores it widely, is written
in fine style. It is really a book of unusual interest and merit.
Incidentally, by drawing on Chinese literature and religious ex
perience the work gives much valuable material and suggestion
in the study of comparative religion. It is to be commended
strongly as "an earnest and sincere (and largely successful) at
tempt to define the conditions under which finite man may reach
out into the eternal and gather confidence for his daily living."

W. O. CARVER.

II. MISSIONS.

Outlines of Missionary History. By Alfred DeWitt Mason, D. D.;
Lecturer on the History of Missions in the Union Missionary Training
Institute, Blooklyn, New York; Former Secretary of Young People's
Missionary Work, Reformed Church in America. New York, 1912.
George H. Doran Company. xii+338 pages. $1.50 net.

Missionary literature is in nothing so wanting as in a satis
factory history of Missions. Eagerly one reaches out for a new
work with that subject if haply at last he may find what has
been lacking. Dr. Mason has made one unlike its predecessors
and there is a place for it. The history of Christian Missions
that was truly needed is still needed, however. This one is vital
ized by a large biographical element. It is well written. Its
analysis is not drawn from the history of Missions, but from
other aspects of the history of the Church, and whereas the
author says there are six periods he fails so to define them as to
give any adequate reason for that number. After a rapid sur
vey of the history (63 pages) the countries are taken up in order
and the history of work in each outlined. Much more attention
is given to Home Missions than in other histories, and this is a
merit. The final chapter deals with "The Home Base," where
alone the work of organization and inner growth is presented, of
course in very summary fashion. Nine pages of "Missionary
Chronology"-not without errors-is a very useful feature of
the work.
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The author has compiled from recognized works and has had
little converse with sources. This will doubtless prove the most
readable of the existing histories of Missions, but not scientific
ally the best.

W. O. CARVER.

A Race's Redemption. By John Leard Dawson. Boston, 1912.
Sherman, French & Company. ,4,28 pages. $1.50 net.

The thesis of this author is that God is working redemptively
in human history toward the certain goal of a perfected race on
earth. He argues from fundamental conceptions of God and ra
tional interpretations of history, using the Scriptures of the
Bible as setting forth God's plan and purpose in Christ J esus,
He uses the text of the Bible as authoritative both in general and
in detail and devotes no little part of his space to exegesis which
it is not possible always to accept, although the point sought to
maintain is usually in entire accord with the teaching of the
Scriptures.

The conception is rather that of the evolutionary making of
a spiritual and righteous race on earth than that of redeeming
an entire race; for the questions concerning the fate of the per
sistently rebellious are not at all clearly answered. Annihilation
would seem the necessary corollary but is not advocated.

The work is bold and independent, vigorous and suggestive.

W. O. CARVER.

Mlaalonary Methods; St. Paul's or Ours: A StUdy of the Church In
the Four Provinces. By the Rev. Roland Allen, M.A.; formerly Mls
sionary in North China; author of "The Siege of the Peking Lega
tions"; Introduction by the Right Reverend Henry Whitehead, D.D.,
Lord Bishop of Madras. London. Robert Scott, MCMXII. xx+234
pages. 59. net.

This work is most timely and is so well done as to demand a
hearing at the hands of the great current missionary crusade.
Whether we are too busy pushing plans for meeting the "syn
chronising crises" that face the Church in every part of the
world to take time for such a comparison as is here suggested,
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